13 March 2018

Dear Parent/Carer
I am very pleased to inform you that construction of our new 3G artificial grass pitch is now completed and
ready to be used by our students for PE lessons.
In order to ensure prolonged use of the surface, to avoid any injuries to students and to avoid damage to
the surface, students should have footwear that complies with the recommendations. Trainers and flatsoled shoes will reduce the lifespan of the carpet of the artificial pitch, and will not grip the surface of the
pitch well when it is wet. We will be trying to avoid this footwear on the pitches as much as we can.
Please see the diagram overleaf which shows permitted and forbidden footwear.
In general terms, moulded studs or Astro Turf trainers are acceptable. Footwear with blades or screw-in
studs will not be permitted on the pitch. Flat sole shoes will be discouraged. Please note that the diagram
shows a range of examples by Nike, but this is for visual purposes only, and we are in no way
recommending this as a brand. You should be able to get non-branded boots with moulded studs or Astro
Turf soles at most local shoe shops and sports shops.
The Academy will have some spare boots, but we need as many students as are able to have footwear in
school at all times that complies with the recommendations. If too many students have flat-soled trainers,
then we will not be able to use the 3G pitch during some lessons.
If you have any pairs of the permitted footwear that are no longer needed because they are too small or no
longer in use, we would welcome donations so that all students can use the pitches. Any donations can
be left at the main Academy reception.
May we remind students that although gum is not permitted at all in the Academy, the PE department will
be strict with their consequences should any students be found to have gum on the field.
Should you have any questions about the 3G pitch footwear, please do not hesitate to contact me at the
Academy on 01903 767434 or by email at mfox@srwa.woodard.co.uk.
Yours faithfully

Mr M Fox
Assistant Principal and PE Teacher
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